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SUBJECT: LOCAL PRESS INTERVIEW WITH NEW YORKER CORRESPONDENT 
SHAPLEN 

1 . ROBERT SHAPLEN, HONG KONG-BASED CORRESPONDENT FOR THE 
NEW YORKER MAGAZINE, WHO IS IN TAIPEI PREPARING A LENGTHY 
ARTICLE ON TAIWAN, WAS THE SUBJECT OF A LENGTHY (1,000 WORD) 
FEATURE PIECE MAY 13 IN THE NEW LIFE DAILY NEWS (TAIWAN HSIN 
SHENG PAO - CIRCULATION 90,000), OEFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

THE TAIWAN PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT, BASED ON AN INTERVIEW BY 
MISS LISA CHENG, A YOUNG AND RELATIVELY INEXPERIENCED REPORTER. 

2. ARTICLE WAS PRIMARILY A PROFILE ON SHAPLEN'S LONG CAREER 
PLUS SOME QUOTES ON U.S. EOREIGN POLICY IN GENERAL AND THE 
U.S. ELECTIONS. 

3. PARAGRAPH TEN OF THE 15 PARAGRAPH ARTICLE READS: 

"SHAPLEN TALKED WITH AMBASSADOR UNGER FOR ONE HOUR. HE 
REVEALED: THERE IS ONE THING WITHOUT DOUBT - NO MATTER 
WHO THE NEXT AMERICAN PRESIDENT WILL BE, THE UNITED STATES 
WILL DEFINITELY HONOR THE 67 TREATIES, LARGE OR SMALL, SIGNED 
WITH THE ROC."' 

4. SHAPLEN STATES THAT WHAT HE TOLD THE REPORTER WAS THAT 
THERE WERE 60 TO 70 TREATIES WHICH ANY FUTURE CONGRESS OR 
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INTO ACCOUNT. 

5. NO OTHER LOCAL NEWSPAPER HAS PICKED UP THE NEW LIFE DAILY 
NEWS ITEM THUS FAR NOR DO WE ANTICIPATE THEY WILL. WE HAVE 
RECEIVED NO PRESS INQUIRIES ON THE MATTER. 

6. SHAPLEN HAS EXPRESSED TO THE AMBASSADOR HIS CONCERN OVER 
WHAT HE TERMED THE ERRONEOUS REPORTING INVOLVED. IN THE UN- 
LIKELY EVENT THAT THE QUOTE IS PICKED UP BY ANOTHER NEWS- 
PAPER, WE PLAN TO COORDINATE WITH SHAPLEN ON WHAT HE CAN DO 
TO CORRECT THE RECORD AND DISASSOCIATE THE AMBASSADOR FROM 
THE QUOTE. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPRO- 
PRIATE OR PRODUCTIVE FOR THE EMBASSY ITSELF TO ISSUE ANY 
CORRECTIVE STATEMENT. 

UNGER 
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